
Documents Evidencing Marriage Bona Fides 

Proxy Marriage Documents 

Once Phoebe (Shih-Yi CHIEN) and I decided to marry by proxy, which occurred in the first few 

day of December, 2008, I spoke with the El Paso County (Colorado) Clerk and Recorder’s 

Office to verify the procedures. I also spoke with Judge James Patterson, whom the Clerk’s 

Office indicated performed proxy ceremonies. 

The process in Colorado is very straightforward. One party must be physically present for the 

ceremony and the party that will be unable to attend must submit a notarized Absentee Affidavit – 

Application for Marriage License. In addition, if either party does not possess a U.S. Social 

Security Number, that party must submit a notarized Affidavit Concerning Social Security 

Number.  The present party takes these documents to the Clerk and Recorder’s office and fills 

out the Application for Marriage License. After paying the nominal fee, the Marriage License is 

obtained. 

The absent party must then appoint a person over the age of 21 to serve as their proxy at the 

ceremony and submits a Special Power of Attorney appointing the proxy to act in that capacity. 

Prior to the ceremony, but by no more than seven days, the proxy must contact the absent party 

and verbally confirm the person’s intent to marry the other party, that they are doing so of their 

own free will, and that they understand that the marriage is as legally binding as if they had been 

physically present and exchanged vows personally. 

At the appointed hour, the party that will attend the ceremony, the proxy, and a witness (any 

adult over the age of 21) present themselves in the judge’s chambers, who then queries the proxy 

concerning their interaction with the absent party and, once satisfied that the absent party is 

entering into marriage freely and properly, proceed to perform the ceremony. 

I asked USAF Captain Carolyn Rose Bartley if she would be willing to act as Phoebe’s proxy, to 

which she agreed. I introduced Carolyn and Phoebe to each other via e-mail and left it to them to 

exchange phone numbers and make the necessary verbal contact, which they did without 

problem. I also asked USAF Lieutenant Colonel Leemon C. Baird III if he would act as the 

witness, to which he agreed.  

I then downloaded the affidavit forms from the county website and prepared the special power of 

attorney per the judge’s instructions. I made these available to Phoebe who then printed them out, 

filled them out, signed them, had them notarized, and sent them to me via FedEx. 

On the 12
th

 of December, 2008 at 5pm, all required parties and documents her presented to Judge 

Patterson (in addition, Phoebe was present via speaker phone) who promptly performed the 

ceremony and completed the Marriage Certificate. Copies of the three documents specific to a 

proxy wedding are presented on the following three pages. 



ABSENTEE AFFtDAvtr-APPLtcATroN FoR I,TARRTAGE Lf cEHs E

The absent party must fill this out completely, and ihe other party rnusi bring the
affidavit and be present in order to obtain the license. A copy of the lD .6o"ring
proof of age of the absent party must also be presented with the affidavit.

STATE OF COLORADO
County or El Pa6o

I the undersigned hereby make application for a license io uniie in marriage and under oath I siate thatthe information given is true and correct to the best of my knorvledge and belief and there exisis no legal
reason why we shouici not be rnarried.

^dd'*""' *,;*lfsro, sh;-Ta ra ',' k;{ei *(,;,t*---/roo

Birth Date: o Z t o lo t t174 Last name at birth if different iopt):-----.-=----
Sacial +qecurity FJumber.: ,Jo,.o City&Stat+of Bir-th:-Dip*-. Tz.,)rlan_, R. O. C
Faiher/Legal Guardian: Q.+o - O^u.yrq _ _. _ q4ley\ City & Staie: Tai,,ei , IilAan, (1. . O, LFi;-st f.S;t'*:e f+eme iaii-
lv{otherlLegat Guardian: SIu, - (rb, u

APPLICANT:
Legal Name:

Notary

Present Marital Status:

!f Sivorced or Widoweo

Proof sf Ag=*: qirc'ie +ne;

AP F Ll CF$+ T .S i gne t,-.r :'e :

Subscribed and sworn io this

(circle one) ( Single/ Widowed Divorced
__/

Married

Type of Court:_
Other ispedtyl

(seal)

t-LII^
FIIEI REiddie H*xr+ F€s!de:: & !s=s€

Date:_l_/_ Ciiy & Staie:

city&state: Taipei , Tair,,.tan r R.0, L

Velid Drive:'s License 6"-_-)Ei:-th Cerrifieete

Shen, Yi-Chun
Notary. Public, TaiPei District
tjourt. Taiwan. ReP. of Chinq

or 9pu" ,zo1$atiqrhr 
Fm.

County Clerk

Afftdavit by person lo be maffie.l when not app6aring in person before county clerk. pioperry exeeuted, this form upon preseniationis attached to marriage license apptic€tion.

'Proof of age must be presented to the County Clerk & Recorder at the time of application for a marriage
license.

Form M-3, Approved by the office of the state Regiskar ot Vitat statistics, Revised 05/200s



Certificate #:

?age:

AFFIDAWT CONCERNING SOCIAL SEC{IRTTY NTIh{BER:

STATE OF COLORADO

{tcuriiv cii EL PASO

Frrsui:i:I to CP'*1 i4-i4-i i3 Linr3{ir *i:iir" i Swi::rr oi nffi'?x Th*i I Di.r l.fot Havc r: Social Scclrity Fir-rmb*r.

Appiicant na-e. S|IIH -Yi CHIEN
First

Date of Birth' /^to{^
lvfanth

Subscribed and Swom to Before Me This
o
L Day Of. Cu-rnbur

Middle

NTLL

pooE
Year

087
i-r,..0 N0. 003258

rhis form. when properry executed and presented, is attached to riaa*aseftrllfffii?;T|i:l?,|",1T f"ll;,';?Jilgtlf



2e rvail ,,- /
o o o.6 tr<z

R:)'
Special Power of Attorney

I, Shihyi Chien, acitizenof TaiwanR.O.C., born on 06 March l974,want to marry

Wittiu* Louis Bahn, a citizen of the United States of America born on 26 January 1965,

iry proxy.

I understand that I wiii be bound by aii laws of marriage even though I arn nril physicaily

present at the marriage ceremony.

I am unable to attend the ceremony in person because I am a foreign national unable to

reenter the United States on rn)r present visitor visabeeause my intention is to remain

permanently in the United States once we are married. A petition for immigrant status

will be filed shortly after solemnization of this marriage'

i hereby authorize Carolyn Rose Bartley, born on 07 August 1978, to act on my behalf

ft:r the pt*'pose of soleu,ulizing dr!,s nrarriage and for thisptlfpos€ only-

ol lz 20" tr

4F-3, No.l26, Sec 3, Roogevelt Rd.; Taipei

autire ntic.

ir{otary Public


